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mudef news is a monthly report on mudef’s current activities,
which aim to change the world in a better way

through music and art.
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MDGs are comprehensive and specific development goals that were agreed by 189
member states in September 2000 addressing the issues that must be immediately
tackled. The goals are expected to be accomplished by 2015.
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magazine!
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Love is Free Campaign (http://loveisfree.mudef.net/)
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The 4th Distribution of Anti-Malaria Mosquito Nets in Malawi

We had the 4th distribution of anti-malaria mosquito nets
in Malawi. Same as before, Consol Homes Orphan Care
(CHOC) cooperated with us for arrangements. In addition
to Namitete, where we had the last three distributions, we
distributed the nets in Ntcheu as well.

The 1st day took place in Namitete. We distributed about
300 nets to the children of CHOC, the elderly, and the
volunteer staffs of CHOC. Mr. Chapomba explained how
to use the net before distri-
bution.

We went to Ntcheu on the
second day. It was about

8 three-hour drive form Lilong-
& we. The kids welcomed us

.| when we arrived! We distrib-
uted about 500 nets in this
area. Like Namitete, we
came up with the priority
order of distribution in ac-
cordance with the family
situation of the child, the
economic situation of the
family, etc.

It costs 4,000 kwacha (about
1,000 yen) to buy a mosqui-

to net same as the ones dis-
tributed this time. It is very expensive for the people of
Malawi, many of who live on less than a dollar a day. They
could sell the net in the market for 150 kwacha. “You
could buy chocolates or snacks with that money, but
thanks to the 4,000-kwacha net, you are protected from
malaria.” People nodded to the message.

The volunteer staff members go to each home after distri-
bution to teach the family how to use the net and that the
children who are more vulnerable to malaria should be
prioritized to sleep in the net.
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Consol Homes Orphan Care
CHOC is an NGO headquartered in Namitete, a city located

1 central Malawi. With the founder, Mr. and Mrs. Chapomba,

CHOC started its activities under a tree in 2000. Now, 39
full-time staff and near 250 volunteer staff members are
working in the headquarter; the NGO is run by the people
of the community themselves. CHOC supports 12,000
children in Namitete and 11,000 in Ntcheu at the mo-
ment.

CHOC provides programs including counseling and educa-
tional support for children from financially-troubled fami-
lies or children with busy parents, according to the need
of each child. CHOC also provides support for AIDS or-
phans until they grow up, even though newly-born babies
who lost their parents are usually taken care by the
ground mother or a sister of the mother.

CHOC'’s activities are supported by the mind of the people
that children should be raised by the community as a
whole.
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FELEBEBRERMS /LAY TOI 7 FRE !
Art Drawing Event “Crayon Project” with Kids !

We had the honor to have two mem-
bers from the design company, Taki
Kobo (Taki Corporation) - Mr. Taka-
mitsu Takeda and Mr. Kenji Fujii - to |
come along to Malawi. We collabo-
rated to have art workshop named )
“Crayon Project” with children as part

of Taki Kobo’s CSR activities.

The children played with the paper
crafted Sumo wrestlers, made med-
als with paper plates and crayons as
a gift for someone special, painted
paper-made bird feather and made a
huge bird picture on a wall!

The employees of Taki Kobo donated
crayons and sketchbooks, which
were used in the event and given as
gifts to the children after the event.

Toyota Tsusho Corporation also cooperated with us for
the workshop. The children draw their dream cars to enter

Toyota’s “Dream Car Art Contest”.

We were able to have many children smile, thanks to the
power of art, members of Taki Kobo and Toyota Tsusho,
and so many others!!
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What's Malawi like?
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Malawi is a republic country locat-
ed in the southeastern part of Afri-
can continent. Its capital is Lilong-
we. Since attaining independence
in 1964, the country has been rela-
tively stable without a major politi-
cal conflict. Its public language is
English and Chewa, the local lan-
guage. The population is 15.91
million (2012, World Bank). 80% of
the population are engaged in ag-

ks k)]

riculture. Maize and tobacco leaves are the main products.
However, because the economics depends on the primary
products, people in Malawi have hard lives. More than
70% of the population live on less than a dollar a day.
Health problems are serious partly because of the poor-
ness. HIV/AIDS patients aged 15 to 49
makes up 10% of the population. Also, Ma-
laria occurs throughout the year. One out

# of six people dies due to Malaria, and the
main source of death of children under 5 is
Malaria. Malawi is still in great need of sup-
port to fight Malaria.
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Star Watching Event in the Forest in Yokohama!
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A star watching
event was held in g
the forest park,
Kamigo Morino-le,
in Sakae Ward,
Yokohama on
March 8th.

More than 100

people (kids and parents) participated in the various
activities including a lecture about stars, 4D2U (The
Four-Dimensional Digital Universe) movie, assem-
bling small telescopes, making star plates, and star
watching in the forest.

This event was made possible by National Astro-
nomical Observatory of Japan (NAQJ). The partici-
pants listened carefully to the lecture by the experts
of stars.

After dark, we all went outside to watch the stars.
Kids looked intensely into the telescopes they made
themselves. Around the big telescopes brought by
NAQJ were long lines who were eager to see the
stars that they wouldn’t be able to see with bare
eyes. That night, we were able to see the Moon, Ju-
piter, and the Galilean moons. The kids’ cheers and
smiles made us forget the coldness. The partici-
pants perhaps learned from the event about the
beauty of the universe and the 4.6 billion years of
history and how we, human beings and all other

—o
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OFor more detail, visit http://www.yokohama-misia.net/yokohama.php?nowpg=1#mvID_16
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Satoyama Basket New Blog!
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Satoyama Basket provides
information regarding biodiversity.
The newest blog is written by a student volunteer
from Otsuma Women'’s University. The blog is about
Koala, which is now listed as endangered. What is
the second crisis Koala is facing? Please check out
the blog!
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OSatoyama Basket New Blog: http://satoyamabasket.net/contents/cmenu-91.html (Japanese only)
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We have so many issues to solve. To solve the problems, it is crucial that people cooperate with each other beyond borders.
We, mudef, was established for that purpose. The term mudef is a combination of the words music and design.

We want to contribute to solving the issues the Earth and human beings are facing, even if only slightly, through exploiting the
special power of music and design that goes beyond borders, languages and races. mudef is a group of artists who share that
. principle.




