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mudef news is a monthly report on mudef’s current activities,
which aim to change the world in a better way

through music and art.

MDGs & 1. 20004, 1890EHD A2 Al L. 21 DB LR AT Jaic
Y #lEe N EFE, 20154F £ TIZHEBHEA D EN TN E 8OO HEEZBIF TV E T,
MDGs are comprehensive and specific development goals that were agreed by 189
member states in September 2000 addressing the issues that must be immediately
tackled. The goals are expected to be accomplished by 2015.
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Goal7 in MDGs(Millennium Development Goals) aims at 1)
integrating the principles of sustainable development into coun-
try policies and programs and reverse the loss of environmental
resources, 2)reducing biological diversity loss by 2010 and re-
tain the biodiversity, 3)halving the proportion of the population
without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, 4)
achieving a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100
million slum dwellers. Among the targets above, mudef concen-
trates on the issue of biodiversity.

BLESSINGS OF BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity allows us to live healthy and happy lives.

For example, what did you have a dinner last night? What kinds
of ingredients did you eat?

Vegetables such as eggplant and cucumber need bee pollination
to produce and bacterium in the soil are indispensable to ab-
sorb nutrition from the field. Our clothes, furniture, and all the
daily necessities are produced from nature. Biodiversity provides
us with an array of foods and materials and it contributes to the
economy. Without a diversity of pollinators, plants, and soils,
our supermarkets would have a lot less produce. Most medical
discoveries to cure diseases and lengthen life spans were made
because of research into plant and animal biology and genetics.

Our life is also protected by nature. Mangrove ecosystems and
coral reefs will minimize the damage of tidal waves, and forests
play a role of barrier from mudslides and floods. In addition,
various natural circumstances result in unique cultures and tra-
ditions which differ from region to region. We can’t enjoy our
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Biodiversity — or biological diversity- is a term we use to describe the variety
of life on Earth. It refers to the wide variety of ecosystems and living organ-
isms: animals, plants, their habitats and their genes. This includes diversity
within species, coaction, ecosystems, and genetic.

(1) DIVERSITY OF SPECIES

Researchers have estimated that there are 30 million species on Earth, with a
few studies predicting that there may be over 100 million species on Earth.
Currently, we have

identified only 1.7 million species, so we have a long way to go before we can
come close to figuring out how many species are on Earth.

(2) DIVERSITY OF CO-ACTION

Species diversity is only one part of biodiversity. To properly catalogue all the
life on Earth, we also have to recognize diversity of co-action. Let’s think
about the situation of Tsushima Leopard Cat which specified as an endan-
gered species, to protect this endangered wildcat, we have to conserve rats
for their food. Furthermore, we must plant acorn trees and cultivate deserted
arable lands for rats to live. Also, we have to plant trees to grow back for Tsu-
shima Leopard Cat to survive. To protect them, many living things are related
with each other. This is called 'co-action’, which means all of living things live
together, linked closely. To protect one species, we must protect biodiversity
of co-action.

If we didn’t protect environment for Tsushima leopard cat, it would be hard to
protect Tsushima leopard cat. From this, we understand that we have to pro-
tect not only Tsushima leopard cat, but also the other ecosystems.

(3) DIVERSITY OF ECOSYSTEMS

Biodiversity is extremely complex, dynamic and varied like no other feature of
the Earth. All the species live in various ecosystems. Ecological Biodiversity is
the diversity of ecosystems, natural communities and habitats. In essence, it’s
the variety of ways that species interact with each other and their environ-
ment.

Let’s consider the Tsushima wildcat. This lynx sometimes go down to satoya-
ma, the border zone or area between mountain foothills and arable flat land
for looking for their food. Currently, Tsuhima Leopard Cat is threatened with
extinction because their habitat lad is destroyed for development. Another
reason is the decrease of broad-leaves woodland, feeding ground of them. To
protect this wildcat, we have to conserve various natural environments for
them. This is called ‘ecosystem’, a community of plants, animals and smaller
organisms that live, feed, reproduce and interact in the same area or environ-
ment. We must conserve not only woodland, but also satoyama and other
habitats.

(4) GENETIC DIVERSITY

Living things can’t breed by themselves. Genetic Biodiversity is the variation in
genes that exists within a species. A helpful way to understand genetic diver-
sity is to think about Tsushima Leopard Cats. All wildcats are part of the same
species, but their genes can dictate by their parents. There can be a lot of vari-
ation in genes — just think about all the sizes, and shapes that make up the ge-
netic diversity of wildcats. Now, several zoos have implementing breeding
program of Tsushima wild cats. However, only a couple keep making children,
it will be the low rate of genetic diversity because all of children are going to
be brothers or sisters. If they tried to breed these individual genetic, it would
have possibility to have children weak for sick or natural enemies and re-
peating inbreed accumulate as injurious genetic. It will be first time to main-
tain species by being individual genetics such as curable for sick, strong for se-
vere environment and have many kinds of individuality.

Nature difference in each country and area made unique culture and tradi-
tion. Our stable and affluent lives don’t exist without nature.
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‘MISIA Forest’ is a project to appeal the importance of
biodiversity through the forest preservation activities in
Ishikawa Forest Park atTsubata, Ishikawa Prefecture.
MISIA’s appointment as an ambassador made us decide
to start this project. We are implementing projects with
cooperation with Tsubata, Ishikawa, and other local
organizations, MISIA Forest has 3 objectives; 1) forest
conservation activities, 2) environmental education for
children, and 3) art program with several artists.
Supporters: Ishikawa Prefecture, Tshubata Town, Kana-
zawa University, the United Nations University, the Unit-
ed Nations Public Information Centre Tokyo, and the
Secretariat of the United Nation Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity.

Place: About 6ha. It is located near Kamo Pond in Ishika-
wa Forest Park
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SATOYAMA BASKET HP
URL: satoyamabasket.net
(Japanese only)
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For the detail: https;//www.facebook.com/FMISHIKAWA
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BIODIVERSITY CRISIS

Now, biodiversity faces crisis. Extinction is a natural part of life on Earth.
Over the history of the planet most of the species that ever existed, evolved
and then gradually went extinct. Species go extinct because of natural shifts
in the environment that take place over long periods of time, such as ice ag-
es. Today, species are going extinct at an accelerated and dangerous rate,
because of non-natural environmental changes caused by human activities.
Due to human beings, the speed of extinction is thought to accelerate. Mass
woodcutting, reclamation of the waterfront, and unplanned pesticide uses
resulted in the rapid loss of biodiversity. Deserted cultivated land because of
depopulation caused imbalanced ecosystems. Damage by deer becomes se-
rious problem in Japan, which is estimated to occur by the collapse of eco-
system. Moreover, some human activities have indirect but wide-reaching
effects on biodiversity, including climate change and pollution. Approximate-
ly 20-30% of species assessed so far are likely to be at increased risk of ex-
tinction if increases in global average warming exceed 1.5-2.5 °C. In Japan,
about 30% wild animals are estimated to be threatened to extinction, and
3155 species are designated as an endangered species.

Biodiversity is extremely important to people and the health of ecosystems.
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) entered into force on 29 De-
cember 1993. It has 3 main objectives: 1) the conservation of biological di-
versity, 2) the sustainable use of the components of biological diversity, 3)
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of
genetic resources. To date Convention on 194 Parties join the convention,
and the meetings are held every two years.

In 2010, Tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity (COP10) was held in Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, and
MISIA, one of the board members of mudef was appointed as honorary am-
bassador for COP10. mudef support her activities as an ambassador and has
implemented several activities including consciousness-raising campaign and
forest conservation. You can check our recent activities at our special web-
site SATOYAMA BASKET.

Preserve MISIA Forest: let’s make insect habitat!

In this summer, mudef will organize eco-activities in the forest for children. We'll pro-
duce rco stack, which is piling leaves, grass and tree branch for living things come to-
gether. Why don’t you make insect habitat is used tree and grass that you cut by your-
self?

[Date/Time]Saturday, 16th August 9:00~12:00 OPEN 8:30~

[Number of participants]30 pairs of parent and child aged 10 or older.

[Applying method]please apply the event by e-mail, writing down required items; 1)
name, 2)age, 3)Email address, 4) emergency contact, 5) where did you know this event?
[Organized bylmudef [Co-organized by] Ishikawa Prefecture [Supported by] Tsubata
Town, Ishikawa Forest Park and FM Ishikawa.

For the detail: satoyamabasket.net/forest/2014/07/misia-12.html|

[media] Ishikawa Satoyama Sound Wave

“Ishikawa Satoyama Sound Wave” is the special radio program which MISIA navigates
around FM Ishikawa from 14th of July to25th of Auguston every Monday.

MISIA introduces nature in , satoyama (traditional land use systems) and satoumi,
(coastal area where biological productivity and biodiversity has increased through hu-
man interaction)in the prefecture and people who engaged in socio-ecological activities
in these areas. The first program was broadcasted on 14th of July, which introduced
about MISIA Forest. MISIA will introduce other satoyama, satoumi information. Please
check it.

[past activities ] Think about the history of the Earth

“Let’s think about the earth history” was organized with collaboration with SMBC envi-
ronmental program “NPO C-C+C Furanoshizenjuku (Furano Nature Academy)”, which
has implemented forest preservation program at ex-golf field in Hokkaido. In May 2012,
invited a program coordinator from the academy, we organized event in MISIA forest. At
first session, coordinator asked participants

and Jurassic period. This event made us re-consider the importance of environment
preservation.

“what is environment?”. Participates could respect the invaluable and miraculous envi-
ronment around us. In the second session, participants walked 460meters in MISIA
forest with coordinator, listening his explanation about the history of the earth. Through
walking 460meters, participants could feel the length of the evolution process by coordi-
nator’s cheerful tone talk. At last participants must have been stunned and shocked the
very short length of our modern history, comparing with age of Genesis

For the detail; satoyamabasuket.net/forest/2012/05/event-reportmisia.html
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MISIA X YOKOHAMA is the project to introduce “Tsunagari no
Mori (Yokohama-linked Woodlands)”. Very huge green space and
waterfront environment around Enkai Mountain in the southern
area ofYokohama, this hilly terrain area of Tama-Sanriku district is
very important for biological diversity.

This time we will organize an environmental program to think
about the earth history in Yokohama Nature Forest. (Application
has already closed)

For the detail: www.yokohama-misia.net
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Collaborated with CEPA JAPAN, mudef released free app
for iPhone MISIA" s Biodiversity Examination”

Through the app, you can learn about biodiversity by
3 multiple-choice questions about endangered species
local habitat, and traditional customs related with
your life and so on.

For Download: goo.g/Ug6gkE (only for iPhone)

SATOYAMA BASKET (http://satoyamabasket.net)
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Introduction of endangered species
SATOYAMA BASKET, our special website
about biodiversity, put several essays
about endangered species.

These essays were written by mudef in-
tern, Ami Kurihara. Please check it! (only
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‘Dialogue between MISIA and Dr. Kazuhiko Takeuchi, Vice President of United Nations University’, SKYWARD (Jun.

‘Talk about LGBT’, SOTOKOTO (Jul. and Aug, 2014)

‘Ishikawa Satoyama Sound Wave’, FM Ishikawa (From Jul. 14 to Aug. 25, 2014)
‘MISIA in Yokohama Zoolasia’, Globe, Asahi Shinbun, Jul. 20, 2014.

‘Seasonal Letter from MISIA’, EcoRecoAICHI, vol.7, Jul. 25, 2014
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We have so many issues to solve. To solve the problems, it is crucial that people cooperate with each other beyond borders.

We, mudef, was established for that purpose. The term mudef is a combination of the words music and design.

We want to contribute to solving the issues the Earth and human beings are facing, even if only slightly, through exploiting the
special power of music and design that goes beyond borders, languages and races. mudef is a group of artists who share that
principle.
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